




Can the BMV Help? Here's How to Find Out: 

Before the court can consider your petition for an order directing the Title Office to issue a motor vehicle 
certificate of title to you, there are specific steps you need to take. Those steps are outlined below. 

l . Every person who is trying to get a certificate of title is to make an application for one at a Title
Office. The Summit County Clerk of Courts has four title office locations to serve you. Those 
locations are listed below. 

Main Office 
1030 E. Tallmadge Ave. 

Akron, Ohio 44310 

North Branch-Northfield Village 
Summit Plaza 

10333 Northfield Rd., Suite 152 
Northfield Village, Ohio 44067 

South Branch-Green 
3333 Massillon Rd., Suite 105 

Akron, Ohio 44312 

A properly assigned previous certificate of title or a manufacturer's or importers' certificate must 
be surrendered when you apply for a certificate of title to be issued in your name. If you do not 
have one of those documents, you may also offer other satisfactory proof of ownership and right 
of possession of the motor vehicle. R.C. 4505.1 0(A) limits the acceptable other proof to "an 
affidavit by the person or agent of the person to whom possession of the motor vehicle has passed, 
setting forth the facts entitling the person to possession and ownership, together with a copy of the 
journal entry, court order, or other instrument upon which the claim of possession and ownership 
is founded." 

While most transactions are routine, without this proof, the Title Office cannot issue a certificate 
of title in your name. If you do not have sufficient proof of ownership, the Title Office should 
give you a denial notice. Keep this for your records as you will need to attach it to your petition. 

2. If your application for a certificate of title is denied by the Title Office because you do not have
sufficient proof, you should review the BMV 3753 Information Sheet to detennine if the BMV
can provide any other help to you. In certain situations, the BMV can provide a letter of authority
that allows the local Title Office to issue a certificate of title in your name. If your situation meets
the criteria set out in BMV 3753, please give your evidence to the BMV as described in the
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