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Summit County Clerk of Courts Provides Donations to Local 
Organizations 

 
Employees’ Casual Dress Day Donations to Benefit Shelter Care, Freedom House for 

Women, and the Queens Academy Program of Dreams Academy 
 

AKRON, OHIO—Summit County Clerk of Courts Sandra Kurt announced this week 
the organizations receiving donations from the Jeans Day Program at the Clerk of 
Courts’ office.  The money raised this year has been donated to Shelter Care, 
Freedom House for Women, and Dreams Academy. 
 
Clerk Kurt created the program her first year in office as an opportunity to 
streamline “Casual Friday” efforts while also highlighting local organizations 
helping neighbors in Summit County. Each employee is encouraged to donate to 
one, two, or all three of the charities chosen for the year. This donation provides 
the employee with a “Jeans Pass” to dress casually on Fridays. Since 2016, 
employees of the Clerk’s Office have donated a total of $23,000 to local 
organizations working to better the community. 
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Shelter Care, Inc has served our community for the past fifty years by providing 
numerous services to youth and families experiencing crisis. They offer residential 
care for homeless and at-risk pregnant or parenting teens, long-term residential 
services for boys who are not able to return home, and short-term emergency 
residential services for boys and girls experiencing crisis. Additionally, their street 
outreach services supply youth in our community with hot meals and a safe place 
stay warm and relax if they choose to do so. 
 
Freedom House for Women was founded in 2003 with the vision "to provide 
services to enhance, enrich and empower women to gain employment skills, 
sober living, education, and economic security to improve their quality of life to 
achieve self-sufficiency." They offer many invaluable programs to the community, 
including recovery housing for women who have completed a certified treatment 
program, homelessness prevention and supportive services, behavioral health 
services including group counseling and intensive outpatient treatment, as well as 
anger management, life skills classes, and money management. 
 
Dreams Academy was founded in 2016 with the mission to "provide young men in 
the Akron community opportunities to spend time with successful African-
American men from a variety of creative and professional backgrounds and create 
a program that was complementary to traditional in-school education." In the 
summer of 2021, Dreams Academy expanded its programming with the Queens 
Academy. The purpose of the Queens Academy is to provide African-American 
young ladies (ages 12-15) with examples of great female leadership from across 
the community. The program seeks to educate these young women on etiquette, 
financial capability, hygiene, and mental wellness, building self-esteem in the 
process. 
 
“I’m so proud of my staff for providing such critical resources for these worthy 
organizations,” said Kurt.  “We are a stronger, healthier community when we help 
each other in our time of need.” 
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Kurt, pictured right, with Jessica Purdy, Director of Development for Shelter Care, 
Inc, a long-standing non-profit serving the at-risk youth of Summit County by 
providing short-term and long-term residential services, as well as street outreach 
services. 
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Kurt, pictured left, with Eva Hartwell, Founder and CEO of Freedom House for 
Women, an organization in Summit County offering recovery housing, 
homelessness prevention services, behavioral health services, and life skills 
training to women in our community. 
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Kurt, pictured left, with Brandon Scarborough, Founder of Queens Academy, an 
up-and-coming non-profit in Akron providing mentorship and life skills training to 
young African-American women in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

### 
 
About the Summit County Clerk of Courts 
The Summit County Clerk of Courts Office is comprised of two Divisions: Legal and 
Title. The Legal Division maintains records for the Summit County Common Pleas 
Court General Division, the Summit County Domestic Relations Court, and the 
Ninth District Court of Appeals. The Title Division, with three offices throughout 
Summit County, is responsible for issuing Certificates of Title for watercraft and 
motor vehicle owners across the region. Additionally, Passport Services are 
available at all Title Offices. Sandra Kurt has served as Clerk since 2016. 


